

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Miyanaga, Kuniko. (1999). “Updating the Classics”, Journal of the Anthropological Society of Oxford, Vol. XXX, 
No.2,  pp.163-181.
Žižek, Slavoj. (1998). The Spectre is Still Roaming around!: An Introduction to the 150th Anniversary Edition of the 
Communist Manifesto, Arkzin D. O. O.　（長原豊訳『いまだ妖怪は徘徊している！』情況出版，2000年．）
̶(1993). Tarrying with the Negative: Kant, Hegel, and the Critique of Ideology, Duke University 
Press.　（酒井隆史，田崎英明訳『否定的なもののもとへの滞留　カント、ヘーゲル、イデオロギー批判』
太田出版，1998年．）
̶(1992). Enjoy Your Symptom!: Jacques Lacan in Hollywood and out, Routledge.　 （鈴木晶訳『汝
の症候を楽しめ　ハリウッド VS ラカン』筑摩書房，2001年．）




Traditions and Reflexive Modernization in Yap:
Psychoanalytic Approach to the Structure of the Subject 
with the Ability of Self-criticism 
<Summary>
Yuki  Hagiwara
Many people in Yap have anxiety over the crisis of their traditions, which 
has been brought about through rapid modernization. They traditionally have 
protected their traditions by using dichotomy between their own cultures and 
foreign ones. Such behaviors work to avoid a sudden cultural change; a shift 
to a new tradition does not occur until people finish accepting new elements 
subconsciously. This is called transitional object or the vanishing mediator in 
psychoanalysis. However, it does not work well if they deal with modernization 
promptly. Then their order becomes unstable because the imaginary such as their 
traditions and nature around them appears as the object of their reflection, and so 
many people lapse into identity crises.
Opinions on the crisis of traditions that appear in reflexivization of the 
subjects and their society are the result of localization, which interacts with 
globalization. They need to overcome identity crises by accepting castration to 
face up to reality self-critically, but they cannot solve their crises if they do not 
cope with environmental problems. This shows the views of environmental ethics 
such as environmental sustainability and intergenerational justice are important 
in their local decision-making. They should consider their systems, technologies, 
values, and the relationships of these three factors when they analyze the present 
condition of their society. It means they can reflexively change each factor and 
their relationships through the dynamic process of decision-making, where they 
learn with each other instead of accepting paternalistic criteria.
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However, it is not necessarily enough that people get to have more liberty of 
decision-making than ever. What suppresses enjoyment is not only prohibition, 
which is losing effect because the symbolic order has lost its prestige. Superego 
as a binding force based on inner conscience is a stronger form suppression 
than prohibition, because it is fixed formally and works paternalistically. 
Therefore, the decision-making that seems to be spontaneous should not be 
agreed on unconditionally. Superego has replaced prohibition, and the subjects 
are consequently headed for the imaginary other that has become the object of 
reflection, not for the big other as the symbolic order. People in such an unstable 
situation need to rebuild traditions self-critically by reshaping the relationships 
between subjects and society, and making an ideal decision for themselves. 
Environmental education from now on has a task to support people in acquiring 
the ability of self-criticism.
